
Some details to look out for … 
 

“What’s that doing there ?!” 
 

There are many details to spot on these panels,  
both serious and funny.  Some of them may  
need a little working out, for example … 
 

Elephant  and wobbly clock? 
 -  old age  
Here’s an elephant in the room  
- the thing we don’t like to talk 
about - death approaching as  
we get older. 
 

And there’s a clock which may 
remind you of a painting by 
Salvador Dali.  It’s here to show 
us that time has a strange way  
of feeling different when we  
get older … 

 
 

 
Balloons and beer? 
 - teenage years 
 
The teenage years may  
begin with balloons and 
birthday parties, and go on  
to exploring attractions and 
dangers of life … 
 
 

 
 

 
Hand and butterfly? 
 - faith  
 
The hand represents the 
touch of God: He can bring 
us new life, represented 
here by the butterfly. 

A personal response    
 
We hope you have enjoyed spending some time 
looking at this display. It is one person’s response to 
questions of faith.  
 
 
 

As we travel from birth to death, there are rites of 
passage which touch everyone’s lives.  
 
 

For Christians, the last rite, death, isn’t the end of the 
story. It’s the beginning. There’s hope in life, and there’s 
hope in death. 
    

    
    
    
Like to know more about Christianity ?Like to know more about Christianity ?Like to know more about Christianity ?Like to know more about Christianity ?    
 

Every year thousands of people want to know more about 
Christianity. Many don’t know where to start.   
    

The Christian Enquiry Agency The Christian Enquiry Agency The Christian Enquiry Agency The Christian Enquiry Agency is an excellent point of contact: 
you’ll find information and resources on our website, and 
we’ll send material you ask for (for yourself or others). We 
answer questions by post and email., We can put you in 
touch with people and churches near you, if you’d like that. 
And we won’t pester you. 
 

The Christian Enquiry Agency is non-denominational: we 
work on behalf of all the major churches in Britain and 
Ireland. That means the doors are open wide for you to 
explore how the message of Jesus touches people’s lives in 
countless ways.  
    

WriteWriteWriteWrite (you don’t need a stamp) to Christian Enquiry Agency, 
Freepost WC2947, South Croydon CR2 8UZ 
or emailor emailor emailor email: enquiry@christianity.org.uk 
or vor vor vor visitisitisitisit: www.christianity.org.uk 
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    Textile art: 
 

Rites of Passage 
 
 
 
    

    
    
As you walk round a beautiful cathedral, you’ll see 
the work of dedicated craftsmen and artists from 
many centuries right up to the present. Their work  
is to the glory of God - or, in Latin, “Deo Gloria”. 
    
Rites of Passage is one of a series of textile art 
displays by Jacqui Frost, touring cathedrals in England.  
Each display is a personal response to aspects of 
faith, brought here by the Deo Gloria Trust. For more 
information, visit www.cathedralexhibition.org.uk. 



RITES OF PASSAGE 
 
Textile artist Jacqui Frost introduces the exhibit  

 

Traditionally, rites of passage from birth to death 
represent a serious reflection on all our lives..  It’s a 
subject that throws together so many emotions,  
serious and funny, happy and sad.  
 
 

Have you ever cried at a wedding or laughed at  
a funeral?  
 
 

I hope you will enjoy looking at these screens and 
thinking about what life brings us.. I designed them  
to get viewers to pause and ponder - and smile as 
well. Perhaps they’ll make you laugh or cry too. 
 
 

There are five pairs of panels here: they cover four life 
stages - birth,  teenage years, marriage and middle 
years, and old age and death. The fifth pair of screens 
is about the Christian faith. That’s a very different kind  
of rite of passage. Faith is not a matter of age, more 
about timing, as people become Christians at different 
points in their lives. 
 
 

Flowing across all the panels, you’ll see a line that 
stands for the years of our lives.  As life goes on, 
challenges and choices change. 
 
 

The screens show many road signs with a difference  
- they’re signs for life.  There are also sketches in 
stitching, sewn so as to look like doodles across  
life’s tapestry!   
 
 
Textile design:- Jacqui Frost  www.jacqui-textile.com 
Stitching support:- Ruth Field 
Texts:- taken from The Message, the Bible in contemporary 
language 
Sponsor - The Deo Gloria Trust www.deo-gloria.co.uk 
 
This is one of a series of sets of textile panels by Jacqui Frost, 
touring cathedrals in England. To find out more, see 
www.cathedralexhibition.org.uk   
Some of the series are available as hand stitched banners for 
hire to all churches in the UK, for a small charge.  
For further information, contact the Deo Gloria Trust office  
on 208 651 6428 or banners@deo-gloria.co.uk

Where’s life leading? 
 

As a baby, it’s all 
go. Life has clear 
routes, mainly 
straight ahead.  
 
(The words on the 
screen are from 
Psalm 139:10-16) 
 

 
 

During teenage years, 
life’s not clear at all - 
hence the traffic lights 
are all on at once.   
And the roundabouts 
and roads are there to 
remind us how 
teenagers lives can 
move in all directions, 
and back again!  
 
(The words on the 
screen are from  
Isaiah 49:14.)   

 
 

 
 
In the marriage years panels,  
the signs show that there will  
be plenty of bumpy roads ahead 
as relationships develop.   
Life could come up roses, or  
could be more like a game  
of snakes and ladders.   
 
(The words on the screen  
are from Genesis 2:23) 

 
 
In old age, at the end of our lives, the signs say “dead 
end” .   Is it the end of the story? 

 
 
We don’t yet see things 
clearly - we’re squinting 
in a fog, peering 
through a mist - but it 
won’t be long before 
the weather clears and 
the sun shines bright! - 
we’ll see it all then, see 
it as clearly as God sees 
us, knowing him directly 
just as he knows us!          
1 Corinthians 13:4 
 
 

 
 
 
Crossroads - decision time?  

(Faith screens, words 
from Isaiah 42:16) 
 

You probably know what 
it is to reach crossroads 
in your life, small or 
large. You need 
judgement, advice and 
commitment to making 
a decision.   
 
 
 

So much on your mind 
… it could be  
“Pull back... “Go for it…”  
“Turn away…”  
“You’ll never regret it”  “ 
“You could be making  
a big mistake.“     
“Are you really ready?”  
 
 

 
For Christians, the most important decision is  
to put their trust in Jesus. 


